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Danger Level 1 - Low
R Tendency: Increasing avalanche danger 1
on Friday 24 12 2021
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Gliding avalanches are still to be expected. Weakly bonded old snow in areas
where the snow cover is rather shallow.

Isolated small and medium-sized gliding avalanches are to be expected in particular on very steep grassy
slopes. The avalanche prone locations are to be found in particular on sunny slopes in all altitude zones
and on shady slopes below approximately 2000 m.

Distinct weak layers in the lower part of the snowpack can be released in very isolated cases by people
especially on steep, rather lightly snow-covered shady slopes. Sometimes they are medium-sized and can
mostly be released by large loads. Field observations and stability tests indicate this situation.

In addition in particular in gullies and bowls, individual small dry loose snow slides are possible.

The conditions are generally favourable for backcountry touring. Areas with glide cracks are to be avoided.

Snowpack

A lot of snow is lying for the time of year in all altitude zones. In the last few days on very steep grassy
slopes only a few small and, in isolated cases, medium-sized avalanches occurred naturally.

Outgoing longwave radiation during the night will be good. Sunshine and high temperatures will give rise
as the day progresses to increasing softening of the snowpack on sunny slopes in all altitude zones.
Shady slopes: The upper section of the snowpack is largely stable; its surface is loosely bonded and
consists of surface hoar and faceted crystals. Faceted weak layers exist in the bottom section of the old
snowpack especially on wind-protected grassy slopes.

Tendency

Friday: Slight increase in danger of gliding avalanches and moist snow slides as a consequence of the moist
air. As a consequence of a sometimes moderate southwesterly wind, sometimes easily released wind slabs
will form in particular adjacent to ridgelines and in gullies and bowls.
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