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Danger Level 2 - Moderate

1800m
Tendency: Decreasing avalanche danger 
on Friday 17 02 2023

Wind slab

1800m

Snowpack stability: poor 

Frequency: some 

Avalanche size: medium 

Fresh wind slabs require caution.
More recent wind slabs can be released easily by a single winter sport participant on steep west, north and 
east facing slopes above approximately 1800 m. Caution is to be exercised at their margins in particular. 
Sometimes the avalanches are medium-sized. Wind-loaded slopes where hard layers are lying on a weakly 
bonded old snowpack are especially precarious. 
 
Also in places that are protected from the wind and shady slopes: The old snowpack is faceted and weak. 
This snow can be released by a single winter sport participant in isolated cases on extremely steep 
northeast, north and northwest facing slopes. Here the avalanches are only shallow. 
 
Backcountry touring and other off-piste activities call for experience and great restraint.

Snowpack
On Tuesday the wind was strong to storm force over a wide area. The southerly wind has transported the 
loosely bonded old snow. The fresh wind slabs are lying on weak layers on shady slopes. Released 
avalanches and stability tests confirm the existence of a weak snowack in particular in gullies and bowls 
and behind abrupt changes in terrain. 
 
In all regions less snow than usual is lying. At low altitude from a snow sport perspective, in most cases 
insufficient snow is lying. At intermediate and high altitudes there are 50 to 70 cm of snow, and even more 
in some localities. In high Alpine regions snow depths vary greatly, depending on the infuence of the wind.

Tendency
The danger of dry avalanches will decrease gradually.


