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Danger Level 2 - Moderate

<V Snowpack stability: very poor
" SN a .
\ * Treeline Frequency: some

Avalanche size: small

Tendency: Increasing avalanche danger 1
on Sunday 18 January 2026

Wind slab
*
v o A 1800m ‘
New snow Persistent

weak layer

Snowpack stability: poor

& A 2000m Frequency: some

Avalanche size: medium

New snow and wind slabs as the day progresses. Weakly bonded old snow
on rather lightly snow-covered shady slopes.

As a consequence of new snow and wind dry snow slides and avalanches are to be expected as the day
progresses, but they can reach medium size in some cases. These can to an increasing extent be released
very easily or triggered naturally. The avalanche prone locations are to be found in all aspects and on wind-
loaded slopes. In particular at the border to Ribagorca and Pallars and at intermediate and high altitudes
the avalanche prone locations are more widespread and the danger is greater.

As a consequence of a moderate to strong wind from southerly directions, hard wind slabs formed in the
last few days in particular in gullies and bowls and behind abrupt changes in the terrain. They can be
released, especially by large additional loads,. Caution is to be exercised at their margins in particular. They
will be covered with new snow and therefore difficult to recognise. Weak layers in the old snowpack can be
released in some places by people especially in areas where the snow cover is rather shallow. Sometimes
they are medium-sized but in isolated cases easily released. Released avalanches and field observations
indicate the unfavourable bonding of the snowpack on steep, rather lightly snow-covered shady slopes. In
addition at low altitude, an increasing number of small and, in isolated cases, medium-sized moist snow
slides and avalanches are to be expected.

Backcountry touring and other off-piste activities call for experience and restraint.

Snowpack

As a consequence of the southerly wind, snow drift accumulations formed during the last few days. In
particular in shady places that are protected from the wind: The covering of new snow is faceted and has a
loosely bonded surface. Distinct weak layers exist in the old snowpack in particular on little-used, rather
lightly snow-covered west, north and east facing slopes.
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15 to 20 cm of snow, and even more in some localities, will fall until Sunday above approximately 1800 m.
In particular above the tree line: The sometimes strong wind will transport the new snow. The new snow
and wind slabs will become increasingly prone to triggering in particular on steep shady slopes and

generally at intermediate and high altitudes.

At intermediate altitudes there are 70 to 100 cm of snow, and even more in some localities. At elevated
altitudes snow depths vary greatly, depending on the infuence of the wind.

Tendency

Sunday: Further increase in danger of dry avalanches.
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